
 IncIsIon: A purposeful cut, such as that a veterinarian makes 
during surgery.  

 AbrAsIon: A scrape or rubbing caused by friction (think “road 
rash”), which is generally superficial and doesn’t extend through 
the skin’s full thickness.  

 LAcerAtIon: A deep cut or tearing of the 
full thickness of the skin.  

 Puncture: A small hole caused by a 
pointy object, such as a stick or a nail. 
Punctures are generally deeper than they appear and frequently 
associated with kick wounds that otherwise seem superficial.

 AvuLsIons: An avulsion is a partial or complete tear-
ing away of skin and tissue. Specifically, a degloving 
injury is a type of avulsion in which a section of 
skin is torn off the underlying tissue completely, 
severing its blood supply. Degloving inju-
ries on legs involving high-tensile wire 
are common in horses.

Wounds in horses often require 
 judicious veterinary and owner care to heal.

Er
ic

a 
La

rs
on

AAt  Glance
S P O N S O R E D  B Y

Owners know horses tend to hurt themselves 
no matter how well we try to protect them. 
And, often those injuries involve wounds  
that require care.

By Michelle Anderson, The Horse Digital Managing Editor
Reviewed by Elizabeth Arbittier, VMD, University of Pennsylvania
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Vet tip! if you pull the edges apart, does the 
wound gap? if so, it’s likely full thickness  
and, therefore, a laceration.

Degloving 
avulsion

Left untreated or treated improperly, a horse’s 
wound can lead to bigger problems, including:

➤ LocaLized infection; 
➤ ceLLuLitis (localized to the wound  
 or involving the whole limb); and
➤ Proud fLesh deveLoPment

unless the wound is a slight abrasion,  
it likely will require a call to your veterinarian, 
especially if it looks like it will require stitches. 
Fresh wounds are easiest for veterinarians to 
treat and, if necessary, suture.

ProuD 
fLesh: 
Exuberant 
granulation 
tissue, which 
appears 
“pebbly,” often 
has no nerve 
supply and 
comprises 
small blood vessels and fibroblasts. 
It can develop in healing wounds 
anywhere on the horse’s body.
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Warning
!

Treat any wound on 

or near a horse’s eye 

as an emergency, and 

call your veterinarian 

immediately!

A wound is  
injury to living tissue  
caused by a cut, blow,  

or impact.

Unsightly proud flesh 
can develop as a 
wound heals.
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GET CONTROL  
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THE HEALTHY SKIN CYCLE

EquiShield CK Salve
Chlorhexidine Gluconate 2%,  
Ketoconazole 1%

Antibacterial and antifungal salve with a 
water-soluble base of Polyethylene Glycol. 
Available in 1 pound and 4 oz sizes.
 

EquiShield CK Shampoo
Chlorhexidine Gluconate 2%, 
Ketoconazole 1%

Synergistic shampoo base with deep  
cleansing and deodorizing properties.  
Available in 16 fl oz and gallon containers. 
  

EquiShield CK Rinse
Chlorhexidine Gluconate 2%,  
Ketoconazole 1% 

Formulated to relieve fungal and bacterial 
infections associated with Ringworm, 
Rainrot, Bacterial Folliculitis, Scratches, 
Malassezia (yeast) and Pyoderma. 
Best used as a leave on rinse after bath-
ing to prevent or treat fungal  
and bacterial conditions.  
Available in 32 fl oz containers. 

EquiShield CK Spray
Chlorhexidine Gluconate 2%, 
Ketoconazole 1%

Antiseptic spray.  
Available in 16 fl oz bottles.
 
VETASAN Shampoo & Ointment 
Chlorhexidine Gluconate 4%
Soothing formulation for use on Bacterial 
Folliculitis, Pyoderma and Minor Wounds

KINETICVET
RESPECTED FOR SCIENCE. LOVED FOR RESULTS.

Our line of equine skin health products are clinical-strength 
and veterinarian-proven. From cleaning to treating to 
protecting, we’ve got the solutions for healthy skin.

Healthy skin starts here.

CALL 877.786.9882 TO ORDER OUR  
SPECIALLY PRICED EQUISHIELD RX PACK!
SOLD EXCLUSIVELY TO VETERINARIANS.

AAt  Glance
equine Wound care

Your veterinarian and veterinary technicians have extensive 
experience treating a variety of injuries and can also teach you how  

to clean and bandage a wound properly, especially those in  
hard-to-protect areas. 

Most wounds take time and vigilant care to heal properly. Some might 
also require horses to remain on stall rest to keep the injured area 

clean and prevent the wound from reopening.

This Fact Sheet may be reprinted and distributed in this exact form for educational purposes only in print or electronically. It may not be used for commercial purposes  
in print or electronically or republished on a Web site, forum, or blog. For more horse health information on this and other topics visit TheHorse.com.  
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➜ at any point, if a wound doesn’t seem to be healing properly or is developing proud flesh, seek your veterinarian’s advice.  

Minor cuts might not need a vet visit. 
In these cases, your veterinarian will offer 
recommendations for cleaning, treating, and 
protecting the wound. 
Those instructions might include:

shaving hair from the area

cold-hosing the wound to reduce swelling

cleaning it with an antiseptic, such as chlor-
hexidine surgical scrub or povidone iodine

treating with a topical ointment 

Protecting it with a bandage and/or dressing 

During an exam for a wound, your 
veterinarian will:
➤ Sedate the horse to ensure proper cleaning and dressing;
➤ Clean and debride the wound, as needed;
➤ Image (e.g., X ray, ultrasound) the injured area to identi-

fy potential related bone fractures, soft-tissue injuries, or 
foreign bodies;

➤ Suture the area;
➤ Insert drains, if necessary, to prevent fluid buildup;
➤ Apply a splint to leg injuries that require immobilization 

to heal;
➤ Determine if your horse needs a tetanus or botulism 

vaccine booster; and
➤ Prescribe non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs and/or 

antibiotics, if necessary.

Clean wounds gently 
to prevent further 
tissue damage.
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Warning!Clean wounds gently. 

Aggressive scrubbing can drive 

dirt and debris farther into the 

wound or cause more damage 
to the skin and flesh, making 

the wound deeper  
and preventing healing. 

texting or e-mailing a photo  
of the wound to your veterinarian can  
help him or her determine the wound’s severity. 

http://kineticvet.com/topicalskinconditions.html

